
 	  

January 23, 2014 
	  
	  
John H. Coatsworth, Provost 
Professor of International and Public Affairs and of History 
Columbia University 
205 Low Library 
Mail Code 4313 
New York, NY  10027 

Dear Provost Coatsworth, 

We are writing as colleagues of Dr. Carole S. Vance to express our shock and dismay regarding 
the letter of “non-renewal” that Dr. Vance received, terminating her position as of June 30, 
2014. Having recently learned of this action, we write to you now to respectfully request your 
intervention in this matter, such that the letter be withdrawn. We are writing of our own accord, 
and not at the request of Dr. Vance. While we respect the right of every department and 
university to manage its budgetary and faculty affairs as it sees fit, we believe that terminating 
Dr. Vance would harm Columbia University, as well as harm the fields of study to which Dr. 
Vance’s work is foundational. 
	  
We are a diverse group of senior faculty who work across the fields that Dr. Vance has been 
crucial to shaping over the last three decades: gender and sexuality studies, medical 
anthropology, public health, and human rights. 
	  
Perhaps Dr. Vance's most widely cited work springs from a foundational Conference on 
Sexuality at Barnard College in 1982, an event that generated the now classic book Pleasure 
and Danger: Exploring Female Sexuality, which Dr. Vance edited. Dr. Vance's introductory 
essay in this volume laid out new terrain for scholarship on sexuality and marked the onset of an 
illustrious career in sexuality studies on a national and global scale. Dr. Vance was at the 
forefront in outlining theories of social construction in relation to sexuality and gender. Much of 
this work has been anthologized, and no sexuality or gender studies course is complete without 
it. This work is also read in the context of feminist science studies and medical anthropology. 
	  
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, Dr. Vance delivered meticulous analyses of topics ranging 
from the Meese Commission on pornography and American domestic policies on sexuality and 
freedom of speech, to conceptual problems in epidemiological studies of HIV/AIDS, to 
sexuality and visual culture in the US, to research on the biology of sexual orientation. The 
frameworks that Dr. Vance developed in this period have been extremely important for public 
health and sexual health research and programs, as well as providing an unmatched record of 
scholarly debates on sexuality within public health, legal studies, and feminist studies. 
	  

With her usual prescience, Dr. Vance in 1998 established the Rockefeller Program in 
Sexuality, Gender, Health, and Human Rights – engaging a nexus of issues that has begun to 
emerge as a domain of scholarship in its own right. That program brought together scholars 
from around the world and from diverse academic fields (law, history, anthropology, women's 



 	  

and gender studies, art history, literature and cultural studies) and put them together with 
public health practitioners, activists and lawyers working in or directing NGOs. We can think 
of no one who has conceived interdisciplinarity so far beyond the usual boundaries, at the same 
time establishing deep connections with scholars outside the U.S., particularly in the Global 
South, as has Dr. Vance. Dr. Vance now teaches regularly on sexuality and human rights in 
India, and has recently been traveling to China both to mentor students and give lectures on 
sexuality studies. 

	  
Her current work centers on issues of global humanitarian concern. For more than a decade, 
Dr. Vance’s exacting scholarly and political analyses of human trafficking have further 
internationalized her influence and reputation. With the groundwork laid by the Rockefeller 
Program she established, Dr. Vance has emerged as one of the key thought leaders worldwide 
on problems of human trafficking. In addition to her considerable partnerships with 
international human rights organizations on this topic, she continues to contribute cutting edge 
scholarship through her written work, talks, teaching, and mentoring of students. 

	  
Given the importance of Dr. Vance’s work in this diverse range of fields, we are confounded by 
what seems to be a sudden and almost casual decision to summarily terminate her position. 
We believe that Columbia can and must do better by Dr. Vance. 
	  
One of Dr. Vance’s most widely recognized contributions has been her mentorship of students 
in the Mailman School of Public Health’s M.P.H., Dr.Ph., and Ph.D. programs, as well as 
medical anthropology students in the Columbia Anthropology Department. Dr. Vance’s close 
reading of students’ work, as well as her intellectual generosity and rigor, have been hallmarks 
of her more than 27 years within the Department of Sociomedical Sciences at Columbia. Dr. 
Vance’s advisees have gone on to produce some of the most exciting work in the field, and such 
works are recognizable both as products of her teaching style, and of the academic excellence 
for which Columbia is renowned. In many ways, Dr. Vance has been the lifeblood of the 
Department of Sociomedical Sciences, doing far more than her share of student mentoring, 
running the methods exam committee for many years, and directing the Sexuality Studies track 
within the M.P.H. program. 
	  
Dr. Vance has been awarded many of the highest faculty honors at Columbia University: the 
1999 Outstanding Teacher Award at the Mailman School of Public Health, the 2005 
Tannenbaum-Warner Award for exceptional service to the University Seminars, and the 2007- 
2008 Faculty Mentoring Award from the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. In 2005, she 
was awarded the David R. Kessler Award for lifetime contributions to studies of sexuality by 
the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies at the City University of New York. 
	  
The department of Sociomedical Sciences, the School of Public Health, and Columbia 
University would be diminished by dishonoring of Dr. Vance and her contributions. We still 
believe that Columbia can do the right thing by withdrawing Dr. Vance’s letter of termination. 
We believe this is the only way forward, granting this world-renowned scholar the opportunity 



 	  

to continue her work for as long as she desires under the auspices of the university she has 
served so well. We understand that budget constraints limit what this or any university can 
maintain during these uncertain times. However, we also believe that Columbia can and should 
maintain the position of a scholar with such undisputed importance, integrity, and work ethic. 
At the very least, we believe that this mode of termination, with no discussion, negotiation, or 
respect, it seems, is beneath all parties involved. We respectfully request acknowledgment of 
your receipt of this letter, and trust that your decision will be swift and favorable. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 
	  
Sincerely, 
	  
	  
Alice Miller 
Director, Global Health Justice Partnership in Public Health; 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Law, Yale Law School 
Yale University 
alice.miller@yale.edu 
	  
Ann Snitow 
Associate Professor, Literature and Gender Studies 
Director, Gender Studies Program 
The New School for Social Research 
snitowa@newschool.edu 
	  
Svati P. Shah 
Assistant Professor, Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
svatipshah@gmail.com 
	  
Lesley A. Sharp 
Ann Whitney Olin Professor of Anthropology 
Barnard College 
lsharp@barnard.edu 
	  
Rebecca Jordan-Young 
Tow Associate Professor of Women's, Gender & Sexuality Studies 
Barnard College 
ryoung@barnard.edu 
	  
	  
cc:  Lee C. Bollinger, President, Columbia University 
Linda Fried, Dean and DeLamar Professor, Mailman School of Public Health 
Lisa Metsch, Chair, Department of Sociomedical Sciences 

	  
	  
Co-signers’ names appear on subsequent pages 



 	  

CO-SIGNERS (list in progress) 

Lila Abu-Lughod 
Joseph L. Buttenwieser Professor of Social Science 
Department of Anthropology 
Director, Middle East Institute 
Institute for Research on Women and Gender 
Columbia  University 
	  
Niko Besnier 
European Research Council Advanced Grant Laureate 
Professor of Cultural Anthropology 
University of Amsterdam 
	  
Judith Butler 
Mellon/Tam Professor in the Humanities 
Department of English and Comparative Literature 
Columbia  University 
	  
Myron L Cohen 
Professor of Anthropology 
Director, Weatherhead East Asian Institute 
Columbia  University 
	  
Douglas Crimp 
Fanny Knapp Allen Professor of Art History and Professor of Visual and Cultural Studies 
University of Rochester 
	  
John D'Emilio ( BA 1970; PhD 1982, Columbia University) 
Gender and Women's Studies Program 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
	  
Anne  Fausto-Sterling 
Nancy Duke Lewis Professor of Biology and Gender Studies 
Department of Molecular and Cellular Biology and Biochemistry 
Brown University 
	  
Katherine  Franke 
Isidor and Seville Sulzbacher Professor of Law 
Director, Center for Gender & Sexuality Law 
Columbia Law School 
	  
Faye Ginsburg 
David B. Kriser Professor of Anthropology 
Director, Center for Media, Culture and History 
Co-Director, Center for Religion and Media 
Co-Director, Council for the Study of Disability 
New York University 



 	  

Inderpal Grewal 
Chair and Professor, Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program 
Professor, Yale South Asian Studies Council 
Professor, American Studies Program and Ethnicity, Race & Migration Program 
Affiliate faculty in Anthropology and Film Studies 
Yale University 
	  
Sofia Gruskin 
Professor of Preventive Medicine, Keck School of Medicine 

Professor of Law and Preventive Medicine, Gould School of Law 
Director, Program on Global Health and Human Rights 
Institute for Global Health 
University of Southern California 
	  
Janet Halley 
Royall Professor of Law 
Harvard Law School 
	  
Dagmar Herzog 
Distinguished Professor of History 
Graduate Center, City University of New York 
	  
Marcia Inhorn 
William K. Lanman Jr. Professor of Anthropology and International Affairs 
Yale University 
	  
Alice  Kessler-Harris 
R. Gordon Hoxie Professor of History 
Columbia  University 
	  
Nancy Krieger 
Professor of Social Epidemiology 
Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Harvard School of Public Health 
	  
Don Kulick 
Professor of Anthropology 
Department of Comparative Human Development 
University of Chicago 
	  
Mary Clare Lennon 
Professor, PhD Program in Sociology and 
DPH Program in Public Health 
Graduate Center, City University of New York 
	  
Heather Love 
R. Jean Brownlee Term Associate Professor 
Associate Chair, English Department 
University of Pennsylvania 



 	  

Joanne  Meyerowitz 
Arthur Unobskey Professor of History and American Studies 
Yale University 
	  
Lynn Morgan (GS 1980, Columbia University) 
Mary E Woolley Professor of Anthropology 
Mount Holyoke College 
	  
Fred Myers 
Silver Professor of Anthropology 
New York University 
	  
Afsaneh  Najmabadi 
The Francis Lee Higginson Professor of History 
Professor and Chair of Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
Harvard  University 
	  
Elizabeth  Povinelli 
Elizabeth A. Povinelli 
Franz Boas Professor of Anthropology 
Professor, Anthropology & IRWaG 
Chair, Department of Anthropology 
	  
Rayna Rapp 
Professor and Associate Chair 
Anthropology  Department 
New York University 
	  
Gayle Rubin 
Associate Professor of Anthropology and Women's Studies 
University of Michigan 
	  
Joan W. Scott 
Harold F. Linder Professor 
School of Social Science 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton NJ 
	  
Kendall Thomas 
Nash Professor of Law 
Director, Center for the Study of Law and Culture 
Columbia University Law School 
	  
James Trostle (GS 1978, GSAS 1980, Columbia University) 
Professor of Anthropology 
Trinity College 
 
 


